Chief Executive Officer: Pauline Hagen OBE
National Leader of Education
NEW College Pontefract, Park Lane, Pontefract, WF8 4QR
T: (01977) 702139 | F: (01977) 600708
W: www.ncpontefract.ac.uk
E: reception@ncpontefract.ac.uk

Welcome to A Level English Language and Literature.
Please complete the following tasks ready for your first day at New College:
1. Read the speech on the second page of this document:
2. Annotate the speech, identifying any technical decisions the speaker has made and how
these decisions affect the sense of voice/tone/emotion portrayed – contextual background
information would help!
3. Read Volume 1 of Wuthering Heights. (Feel free to read the whole novel. You might also
watch the film on YouTube but please don’t replace this for the reading task).
4. Produce a context fact file about Emily Bronte and the characters in Wuthering Heights.
5. You need to purchase the following text for the first term:
Wuthering Heights by Emily Bronte - Penguin Classics
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This is an extract from the speech by U.S. President George
W. Bush announced that war against Iraq had begun – March 2003.

Just 2 hours ago, allied air forces began an attack on military targets in Iraq and Kuwait. These
attacks continue as I speak. Ground forces are not engaged.
This conflict started August 2nd when the dictator of Iraq invaded a small and helpless neighbour.
Kuwait -- a member of the Arab League and a member of the United Nations -- was crushed; its
people, brutalized. Five months ago, Saddam Hussein started this cruel war against Kuwait. Tonight,
the battle has been joined.
This military action, taken in accord with United Nations resolutions and with the consent of the
United States Congress, follows months of constant and virtually endless diplomatic activity on the
part of the United Nations, the United States, and many, many other countries. Arab leaders sought
what became known as an Arab solution, only to conclude that Saddam Hussein was unwilling to
leave Kuwait. Others travelled to Baghdad in a variety of efforts to restore peace and justice. Our
Secretary of State, James Baker, held an historic meeting in Geneva, only to be totally rebuffed. This
past weekend, in a last-ditch effort, the Secretary-General of the United Nations went to the Middle
East with peace in his heart -- his second such mission. And he came back from Baghdad with no
progress at all in getting Saddam Hussein to withdraw from Kuwait. Now the 28 countries with
forces in the Gulf area have exhausted all reasonable efforts to reach a peaceful resolution -- have
no choice but to drive Saddam from Kuwait by force. We will not fail.
As I report to you, air attacks are underway against military targets in Iraq. We are determined to
knock out Saddam Hussein's nuclear bomb potential. We will also destroy his chemical weapons
facilities. Much of Saddam's artillery and tanks will be destroyed. Our operations are designed to
best protect the lives of all the coalition forces by targeting Saddam's vast military arsenal. Initial
reports from General Schwarzkopf are that our operations are proceeding according to plan.
Our objectives are clear: Saddam Hussein's forces will leave Kuwait. The legitimate government of
Kuwait will be restored to its rightful place, and Kuwait will once again be free. Iraq will eventually
comply with all relevant United Nations resolutions, and then, when peace is restored, it is our hope
that Iraq will live as a peaceful and cooperative member of the family of nations, thus enhancing the
security and stability of the Gulf.
Some may ask: Why act now? Why not wait? The answer is clear: The world could wait no longer.
Sanctions, though having some effect, showed no signs of accomplishing their objective. Sanctions
were tried for well over 5 months, and we and our allies concluded that sanctions alone would not
force Saddam from Kuwait.
While the world waited, Saddam Hussein systematically raped, pillaged, and plundered a tiny nation,
no threat to his own. He subjected the people of Kuwait to unspeakable atrocities -- and among
those maimed and murdered, innocent children.

