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The New college Visual Arts department of

Photography, Art, Textiles and Design put on a

magnificent exhibition to show off some of the terrific

work that our students had produced over the last

12 months.  Like last year the exhibition was a huge

success with the general public, parents, students,

school pupils and teachers all in attendance.

Over 60 students benefited from the opportunity to

participate in wheelchair basketball at NEW College.

Steve Greatorex delivered four sessions to Sports

Leaders and an oversubscribed lunchtime session

to the students. The session involved mastering the

skills of movement in the wheelchair and adapting

this into the skills of basketball.

NEW College students have achieved outstanding success in their applications to Oxford and Cambridge.

The six were successful amid an increasing climate of intense competition for places at the two most

prestigious UK universities and deserve congratulations for their sustained hard work and achievement.

The students benefitted from the College’s Gifted and Able programme, in which specially-trained staff work

intensively with individual students in all aspects of application and interview preparation.  This preparation

involves overnight trips to both Oxford and Cambridge colleges, Oxford conferences, specialist speakers as

well as intensive coaching and support from NEW College staff, particularly the Gifted and Able team, Judith

Lawson, Karen Smitten, Brendon Fletcher and David Brighton.

Oxbridge success for seven NEW College students

The Dream Factory –
College Production 2011

Sixteen NEW College students braved high winds

and torrential rain during their weekend training

expedition near Buxton in preparation for their trek

this summer to the Himalaya. Students had the

chance to display their leadership and

team‐working skills as they navigated over miles

of bleak moorland to their campsite. After a very

wet and windy night with little sleep, they woke at

5:00 am to put their soggy tents away, prepare

food and plan the day’s route.  The gruelling walk

was interspersed with scenarios for the team to

deal with such as first aid emergencies and the

effects of altitude. Teacher Tim Neale said “The

students coped magnificently with extreme

conditions. They showed determination and a real

team spirit and they are looking forward to their

expedition this summer where they will trek to a

remote school and offer help and assistance to a

less privileged community.

NEW College were

crowned Champions for

the second successive

year on Wednesday 30th

March at The Rapid

Solicitors Stadium, the

home of Wakefield

Wildcats.  The Varsity

Challenge was a full day of

sports fixtures and events

held between NEW

College and Wakefield

College.  Almost 500

students, all wearing their

prestigious Varsity shirts

with pride competed today, playing at a number of

venues throughout the district. Some students

acted as volunteers, referees and officials, leading

or fundraising at the events. Activities included

golf, badminton, squash, basketball, netball, 5-a-

side football, boccia, ladies' football, 3 men’s

football, hockey, tenpin bowling and the finale

ladies’ and men's rugby.

Malik Hunter is congratulated by James

Littlewood (out going President) and Pauline

Hagen (Principal) in being selected by his

fellow students to become the Student

Executive President for 2011/12.  Sophie Mills

also pictured was selected as Vice President

This week another fantastic production from New

College Pontefract took place and proved to be a

huge success! Dream Factory was an original

piece of theatre inspired by the classic tale of The

Wonderful Wizard of Oz. Over 30 students took

part both onstage and off and delivered a highly

energetic and crowd pleasing show. Spectacular

lights, special effects and costumes mixed with the

highly stylised physical theatre and contemporary

soundtrack to create a performance which parents

and friends loved watching almost as much as the

students loved performing! Directed and Head of

Performing Arts, Philip Stokes said ‘It was fantastic

to see the students create such an exhilarating

show that mixed drama, music and dance in such

a dynamic way. It’s testament to the strength of

the performing arts department here at New

College, that the production was so well produced,

performed and received. With so many of our

students now going on to the best drama schools

and universities in the UK the talent is there for

everyone to see!’

• Brand New Performing Arts Block

• Drama theatre and studios

• Dance studio

• Music classrooms

• IT Suite

• Practice Rooms

• Music Studio

• Fitness Suite

The new building
will offer:
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